Love As You Walk

Romans 13:8-14

Verse 8

This speaks of owing no man in a practical sense as in financial debts which is directly tied to the paying of taxes in the previous verses. The Bible warns us about going into debt. Though it does not prohibit the Christian from borrowing, it highly discourages it. God's people are to be the lenders, not the borrowers (Deu_28:12). God's word talks about the relationship of the debtor to the lender (Pro_22:7) and speaks of not paying debts as evil (Psa_37:21, Ecc_5:5). This blasphemes the name of God and blemishes our Christian witness in the world.

Some simple rules for debt is:

1. Don't go into debt when you have no way to repay. Live within the means that God has supplied you with. 

2. Don't go into debt for non-essentials. Cars (for the most part), appliances, extra homes, and so forth, are non-essentials that we should not go into debt on but save and operate in an area of freedom by buying them outright.

3. Avoid surety (‛ârab) which means to give or be a security for (Pro_22:26). To mortgage or the more popular term, co-sign. This goes for loans and credit cards.  There are some who use credit cards wisely and have the money to pay before they even make the purchase which is not the same as someone who uses it with no means of being able to pay. 

4. Avoid long term debt whenever possible.

As Christians, we should owe no one anything except love. Love is a debt that we are obligated to pay to everyone whether brother (Joh_13:34) or enemy (Mat_5:44). This command is not phileo love but agapao love. It's the love that transcends conditions and feelings and moves into the pure act of the will. It is through love that we fulfill the law (Gal_5:22-23).

Verse 9

Now Paul goes back to the last six commandments of the Ten Commandments which is summarized in loving your neighbor as yourself. In the first four are outward acts of the flesh. The last two talks about inward attitudes of the heart. Coveting leads to all kinds of sin. Greed, envy, jealousy, and a list of acts found in Gal_5:19-21. 

Loving your neighbor as yourself is not a New Testament sentiment. It was expressed in the Old Testament law (Lev_19:18). Love has been in the scriptures from Genesis to Revelation because God, who is love (1Jn_4:8) has been a part of everything from time immemorial. So, if we want to understand love, we need to understand God.

Verse 10

We know that we worketh for the benefit of others and in love when we do things that worketh no ill to our neighbor. What we do and how we are is for the benefit of them. Not only does it mean being compassionate, but it also means to admonish and to warn. We should be making it difficult for people to go to hell and we can only do this in loving rebuke, correction, and encouragement. Love is not a feeling. Love is an action. Love is a verb. It is an act of the will to choose to love regardless if they love you back. This is impossible for us so we need God to work within us to accomplish this. To do something in love simply means to do it for their benefit. Therefore, love fulfills the law.

Verse 11

As we see the time (kairos meaning season) around us, and the pinnacle when the Lord Himself will be revealed, we should not be slothful and lazy, but diligent and vigilant. For now is the time where our ultimate salvation draws near (2Co_6:2). We should shake ourselves from spiritual lethargy. The false teaching of the day doesn't put God in His proper place of prominence and authority in the Christian's life, but places the individual at the center of it all. This is satanic and is the ruin of many who would attempt to follow the true Lord of Glory. We are in a day and age where God is not all consuming but what God can do for me is the all consuming purpose in a Christian's life. 

A.W. Tozer in his book The Pursuit of God, states:

I want deliberately to encourage this mighty longing after God. The lack of it has brought us to our present low estate. The stiff and wooden quality about our religious lives is a result of our lack of holy desire. Complacency is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute desire must be present or there will be no manifestation of Christ to His people. He waits to be wanted. Too bad that with many of us He waits so long, so very long, in vain.

The signs of the times are becoming ever more clear. We must labor in prayer and His word that our lives will speak more loudly than the cacaphony of sin that permeates our society. So that our light may shine more brightly as the darkness increases. We should, in no uncertain terms, wait on the Lord because His coming is near. We should be ready and be working when He returns. As our Lord was about the Father's business, so should we be. 

Verse 12

Our time in the growing darkness that threatens to consume the world has gone on for far too long. The day is at hand where the coming of our Lord will take mankind as a thief in the night when no one is aware or watching (1Th_5:2). The majority will not be ready for they will not be on guard (Luke_12:39). This reality should encourage us to walk in light and holiness (Gal_5:16, 1Jn_1:7) and make sure that we have our lamps full and at the ready (re: Matthew 25:1-13). We should shed the works of darkness and walk as is expected of a true ambassador of the kingdom of the Most High God (Col_3:5, 1Pe_4:11). We do not want to be found with the wrong wedding garment at the time of His calling like in the parable of the wedding feast (re: Matthew 22:1-14). In retrospect, we should put on spiritual armor so that we are able to withstand in the evil day of which there are many (Eph_6:11).

Verse 13

We should walk as if the day has already come and to a greater extent, it has. We are in the last days.  We recognize this in the doctrine of eschatology, a combination of the Greek eschatos (last) and logos (word or study of). The last days began when the Lord ascended into glory (Act_2:17, 2Ti_3:1-2, Heb_1:2). We should then walk decently as He walked (1Jn_2:6). We are in the world, not of it and should grow in the knowledge of what it means to walk in true life so that we can reflect this to those who are lost. We should with our lives proclaim loudly, "This is the way, walk ye in it." (Deu_5:33, Isa_30:21, 2Jn_1:6). 

As the people of God, we should walk in a way that glorifies Him.  Our part is not in rioting (kōmos) which is another way of saying partying, letting loose, or carousing. 

Not in drunkenness where we lose control instead of having self-control, a fruit of the Spirit. 

Not in chambering (koitē koy'-tay) which means co-habitation with the implication of having illicit sexual intercourse. It is the marriage bed being defiled from the aspect of living together without taking the marriage vow. A type of fornication.

Not in wantoness which is inciting one to lust which leads to orgies and all kinds of immorality. 

Not in strife and envying which builds up to bitterness and hatred in the heart. This is not the way of the true Christian.

Verse 14

The only way that we're able to put on the Lord is to  be like Him (Php_2:5, Eph_5:1). It is having our minds renewed in the newness of life (re: Romans 12:2). The way of the world is the way of the flesh and brings death (Rom_6:23). It is satanic and therefore anathema to the purposes of God. Those walking in the way of the world are not walking in the way of God (1Jn_2:15-16).

